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It is divided into two valleys namely the Brahmaputra and the Barak Valley.
The Mikir and Cachar hills divides them.

Climate: Tropical monsoon, temperate region. Humid in rainy season.
Winter 6-8 degree Celsius and summer 35-38 degree Celsius.

Population: 26,638,407 (2001 census).
Famous : Tea, oil, one horned rhinocerous, other flora and fauna.
Other facts: First mechanically drilled oil well in Asia. First refinery of Asia.




People:
tribes an

History:Mo

y inhabitants
of the land. Earl pragjyotishpura,
as mentioned in Vedas. upa. The Ahoms from
Burma established rule in 1228 A.D. Then in the 15t century,
Koch rules were also established. Finally, the Burmese
invaded the land and handed over to the British.

Culture: Assam has a rich culture of fairs and festivals,
dances and music,languages,arts and crafts. Also the land is
known for its delicious cuisines. The land is regarded as the
anthropological and folklore paradise due to its various
people, who are maintaining its unique culture and
tradition.Bihu is the greatest festival of Assam.




iIn Assam.
gether.

ism are the
er of Hindus is

Hinduism,
major religi
maximum follo
Generally, there are ous practices associated
with Hinduism which appears in many vernacular forms in Assam.

Neo- Vaishnavism religion preached by Shankardeva is one of the
most popular religious traditions of Assam.

The tribal groups of Assam have their own traditional religion and
practices. But some of them have left its traditional religion and
became the follower of neo- Vaishnavism.

Some Muslims of Assam have their own customs and traditions.




pulation,
“The As d into itself
have moved
n accepting the
customs and traditi al features have made
inroads into the Broader ety(Datta1994:116).

Most section of the Hindus also came under influence of the Neo-
Vaishnavism religion preached by Sankardeva ,a great saint scholar of
Assam from 15 century.Also,many tribal people came under its influence.

Also, the sanskritisation and the Hinduisation of the tribal people started
from early date here.

towards the




All section
goddesses,spi
these factors contri
practices.

agics etc.All
s of religious

Every activity of their life are determined by some kind of
religious practices.

When something wrong happens in their home, they

immediately make up their mind to offer something to the
God.




and worship
us, those religions

* Major sect
all the pan Indian
also have great impact in hs.

* People also believe in magic and spells




ife

irits and

Sat or sath,

diya,barkhelia,s 0g marriage etc

The Vrata type rites and ce ies of the Assamese Hindus.
Neo vaishnavism practices.
Brahmanical religion of the Brahmin Castes.

Saktism:Worshipping of the goddesses or supreme female
deity like Kamakhya ,etc

Saivism:Belief i n and praying to Shiva is very common in
Assam.




IMIES

distinct
Bodo com
The Mishings,Ka
religions.

c have their own

There are some Tribal Groups who became the follower of
Neo- vaishnavism.But still they follow some of its old
religions.For ex.ample:Thengal kacharis and Sonowal
Kacharis.

Some primitive religions also existed with distinct
characteristic as ancestor and fertility worship.




celestial.(

The terrestrial
spirits.Bak,Dot,Jakh,

Siva,Durga,Lakhimi etc are celestials spirits.

angoria,pret etc.

Bordoichila is an aerial and dhangoloi is a subterrenean
spirits.

All these spirits are very much in the mind of the people of
Assam and many ceremonies are connected with satisfying
such spirits.




Kamakhya Temple,Guwahati,Assam,India
Ambubachi Mela( May,2009)




Kamakhya temple,Guwahati,Assam,India
Devotees of Ambubachi Mela(2009)
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Kamakhya temple,Guwahati,Assam,India

The main door of the temple is closed and the devotees during the
Ambubachi Mela(May,2009)




Kamakhya temple,Guwahati,Assam,India

Devotees waiting for the final day of the Ambubachi Mela




N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

Neo Vaishnavite devotees in the Namghar (religious prayer hall)
performing gayan -Bayan(2009)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note:The Gayan Bayan is tradition of singing the religious hymn before the beginning of Bhaona(traditional drama performance). 


Vaishnavite devote s hall premises.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
This is the part of singing the devotional songs before the traditional drama performance known as Bhaona.


N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

*Traditional Religious drama performance(Bhoana)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B:  The Performer is playing the role of Lord Sri Krishna.


Nalbari,Assam,India

Traditional devotional singing performance



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B:People of Assam often invite this groups to perform in their home.It is known as rati bansa naam.(song meant for night)


Nalbari,Assam,India
Rati bansa naam.(2008)
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Titabor,jorhat,Assam,India

Entrance of the religious prayer hall (naam ghar)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N:B
This a big naamghar (religious prayer hall)under a sattra of a place called,Majuli which is the largest river island of the world. This place is famous for neo-vaishnavite tradition.


Kachamari,Golaghat,Assam,India

Some idols of stone goddess worship in a home



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
The owner inform us that he found this idol from the nearby jungle. 
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N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

A religious temple of the mother goddess Durga.
Photo by Ulo Valk



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
People believe that all wishes can be fullfilled by visiting the place.


Gogamukh,Assam,India

Traditional custom of serving food in a tribal village of Assam(Mishing
Village)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
There are many believes and customs related to food in Assam


Letekupukhuri,N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

The worship place of neo.Vaishnavite.They do not worship any idol.
Photo by ulo Valk



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
The place Letekupukhuri is the birth place of Sri Madhabadeva,who was the great disciple of Shankardeva


Udalguri,Assam,India

Traditional dances by the Bodo women during a traditional ceremony.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N:B
The Bodo is a Mongolian tribe and is regarded as the oldest inhabitant of Assam.
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Idol of Silghat Kamakhya temple

Assam

’

Silghat


Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
This is another Kamakhya temple of Assam.People believe that Lord Shiva and Parvati Spent their first night after marriage in this place.  
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Rangia,Assam,India

Madan Kamdev Temple.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B.
People believe that it is a temple where one can get his beloved one by worshipping here.


Dhekiajuli,Assam,India

Traditional way of praying to tree in front of the house by the Bodo
people.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bodo Tribe of Assam pray euphorbia tree.One will see this tree in the courtyard of every Bodo house.


Dhekiajuli,Assam,India

A kherai dance performer.
Photo by Ulo Valk



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B.
The kherai is a traditional dance and ritual ceremony of the Bodo People of Assam.


N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

Traditional way of welcome to the groom party in a marriage in Assam.




N.Lakhimpur,Assam,India

Traditional marriage ceremony of Assam.




Kamakhya temple,Assam,India

Sua-Karan Ceremony.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B
This is the ceremony of giving sacred thread to the boys of the Brahmin family of Assam.


Mayong,Assam,India

The place of Human Sacrifice in old days in a Kesaikhati Temple.
Photo by Ulo Valk



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B.
Mayong is known as a place of magic in Assam


Mayong,Assam,India

Small Shiva Temple.
Photo by Ulo Valk



Presenter
Presentation Notes
N.B.
This type of shiva temple can be seen everywhere in Assam.


Spirits of Assam

ws Il



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some imaginations of spirits of Assam by Hemanga Thengal
Top(left to right)- Burha Dangaria,Apeshari.
Bottom(left to right)-Kandh,Dot.


mythologica

The simple folk o
deities etc.All these also pla

stial bodies,local
role in their religious life.

The neo- vaishnavism has played a great role in the religious
life,beliefs and customs of the Assamese people.

The tribal groups of the region has its own religion,customs and
traditions.

Social life of the Assamese people is generally dominated by
religion.
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